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Of the Incttlefctnce of Quickfilver with Gold , generoufly imparted 
by B. R, 

7he htroduttion of the Tublifber^ 

THough thefollowingdircourfevvasby thcAuthor of it made 
partof a (horc Examen of the fuppofed Syaipathy bet^veen 
Gcld and ^uickjther, (which it felf belongs to another Treatife O 
yetthe worchinefsof the fubjeft, and the great curiofity that is 
obferved among many Virtuofi, (not only Chymijis, but others,) 
about Mmwwi Prtparations andExperiment, made iv;e think I 

X X X might 
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ttiight do thetn an acceptable piecc of fervicc , if I coulcl prevail 
withtheAuthdr tofever themfromthe papers, whereto he had 
annex'd them, (but to which they feemed not abfolutely neceflary) 
though upon the conditions he judgd requifite to infift on. 

And fince 1 venturc to impart before the time thefe things unto 
the Curious, I hope and defire , they will be foequitable as to in* 
demnifie me ro the Author , aad noc fruitlefsly endeavour ro put; a 
perfon, that has already given fo many proofs of his propcnfity to 
gratifie Ingenious men, upon making unfeafonableanfwers to any 
Verbal orEpiftolary Queftions about things, wherein fome confi- 
derations, that he thinks are not to be difpenfed with by him, do as 
yei injoynhimfiience. 

Nowj to gratifie the Curious amongft Strangers, as well as thofe 
of ourown Nation, thePubMher was not unwilling togivethis 
difcourfein Latin,as the Author hath been plcafcd co impart it in 
Engliilj. 

Follows the Difcourfe it felf. 

Of Mercury groreing hot veith De Mercurh cmx\ Auro incalef- 

Go'd ; Communtcattd by B.R- cente , Diatriba B, R. 

T.— —.i-^Uc that vvhat I have - ■ -"T TErumenimvero^ne 

J3 hithertofaid, may V ^u<eha£{efius dif- 

not be drawn to the difparage- ferui eo tor^ueamur , acjilaudes 

mentordifcouragementof thofe animofque viris ilUs Spagyricis 

Spagyrifts rhat ponefs or afpire demere velimus , ^ui Nobiliora 

to the nobler ArcA»& of Gold AuricjrArgentiViviarcam poffl- 

and Mercury,! mufl mind you to de»t ambiuntve, monendm ts mi> 

take notice, thac what 1 have hi ut adverta^, me quod contrti 

objeded againft the fuppofed fuppojjtam Auri & Mercurii Jym- 

Sympathy of Coldand Quick- pathiam cbjeci, deVulgin dun- 

fiIver,isfpokenonly ofconimon taxat Mercurio dfCium velle ^ 

Mercury, that Leing It whofe cumillejit ^ cujtncum Aurofym- 

Sympaihy with Goid is wontto fathia cekbrari fueverit. Et 

becelebra"ed. And though per- quamvis fort^emAgnaame dicio- 

haps, 3 2)od partof the things I rum pars, ccnfulta, experientia , 

have aliedg'd will befound ap- ad nativum etiam Mercurium 

pUcable even to true running currentem extendi foffit^ non 

Mercuries ; yet I woald not be tamen cenfere LeBcrem velimf 

ihoHgh' to dcn}', tlist theremay negare me^dari ArgentHmvivum 

be pojfe 
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beaQuickrilvermorefubtleand poffe VuJgari fubtilm & pene- 

penecrant tban that which is trmtim ^ ifiofque Qhjmuos., qut 

common, and that thofe Cby- Mri (^ Mercurti Sympthiam 

snifts, thatgroiind the fympathy mtivoiunt Mercurii magis phi- 

of Gold and Mercury upon the lofopbici cperatiombui , conten- 

Operations of a more Philofo- dere etiAm fro ea. mtdto (pecicpa 

phical Mercury , may likewife poffe, qulm fiS\^]p.n%}iuntaxat 

argue for it more fpeclouOy ^JuercHriui adbibc&tur. Atauc 

than Vulgar Mercury will ena- ut hac occAfione tcftxium ftcuK-r-, 

blethemtodo* Andtoletyou me viros chymi^ fJJicios r.cu- 

reeonthisoccafiontbatlamnot tiqu.im averUrti fubji:ng.%m hic 

unkind totbe Chymifts, I wi!l finptimeipartem, ai^^Amicum 

annexpart of a Paper, written quendamidcirco exxrati.^ut mei<.m 

toa Friend togivehimmy Opl- ipji de hltxcurW cv.w. Auro 'rxc- 

nion about Mercuries heak- lercentia opimonem deprome- 

fcence vpith Gold. rem. 

2. •— And now I fhall abruptly -Nunc verd abrupte Se- 

begin this Seftion with thc con- ciionem kanc ordiar rrcblerrUtii 

fiderationof a Probleme much cujufdam difcujjione ., cmd diu 

agirared amorg the Curious , e- mHltumpeinter Curiojos fuit a- 

fpecially thcfe that prerend, gitatum, ees inprimis , qui , five 

wbether truly or vainly, ro bave ver}five falso, obtenduift , fe in- 

more tban ordinary infight into timiores , quam vulgo conceffum 

Chymiftry : Anrong whom I find ef , chymixreceffft^ adiiffe: /»- 

it botly difpated,whe:her or r.o ter quos id calide difceptari rtpe- 

there be any fuch tbing as a Men rio, U.rum ejufmcdi detur Mer- 

cury that will heat with Gold, curius, qui incalefcat cum Aaro, 

thacis,vvhich by being barely ideft.pi^dumnudeMetalloifti, 

mingled witb thac metral redu- adminutas admodnm partes red- 

ced to fine part«, will, withour 4c?(?, ccmmifcetur , cttra externi 

tbehelpof ex-ernal heat, pro- caloris admimculufn, faSf a folum- 

duce upon the commixture of modo duorum illcrum ccrpornm 

thofe two Bodies very fenfible cramate^fenfbilcm valde calorem 

heat, pariat. 

3 . The Affirmati ve of rh i s Qiie- Bujus ^uxftionii Affirma ti- 

ftion is pofitively afferred by vim mordicitstenentnonnulliJtt- 

fome Writers and others , tbar thores , aliique qui Metallorum 

pretend to the Tranfnwtation of Tranfmutationem fibi vendicant ; 

Mcta's : For among thefe i have ]nter hos quippe, mnnullos viders 

tnet X X X 2 mihi 
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met with fonie that afcribe this mihilkmt, qui hnne heAleJce»cii 

vertueof IncalefcencewithGold eum Amo virtutem MereuriU 

tothe Mercuries extrafled, as adfcrihfit,experfefffsquil;afdam 

th«y fuppofe , from fome com- corforibus, ut autumant, elicitii-^ 

pleatMetals, whichare there- qms idcirco Mercurios Gorpo- 

fore in their Phrafe ftyi'd Mer- rum , fiye Mercurios ctrporum 

mrii CorprumjM the Mercuries i^tetaliicorum, mmuparc fe- 

of the Metalline Bodies. le/tt. 

4»ButtheNegativeparcofche At ^tgditivzm tuentur multo 

Qieftion is more generally main- flures, iiqu^e non moda Philofophi 

tain'd, being noc on!y embraced & Medici , fed ^ ex ipfis Spa- 

by far che greateft number oF gyricis doCtrinaclariores,infrim^ 

Philofophers and Phyficians, but ex neotericis &modernis,quorHm 

aflented to by many of the more nonpauci hanc Mercuriorum/rf- 

Learned Sfagyrifis themfelves , miliam Chim<eris dr Non^entibus 

efpecially the Modern, divers grandikquentium Chymifiarum 

of wh.om have reckon'd this accenfent, jitque el minus mi- 

forc of Mercuries among the rabar, complures viros doSfos ad- 

Chimara^s and Non-Bntia of euejfe ab hoc Mercuti cura Auro 

braggingChymifts. And I have Incalelcentis ajfenfu alienos ^ 

the iefs wondered to find many quia, confulto ^usfiti X me flures 

Learned men fo averfe from be- ex Alchymifiis fagacioribus , qui 

lieving this Incalefcence of Mer- multum impenderant cpera , pltt- 

cury and Gold, becaufe, having rimaque Bxperimentaperegerant 

purpofely enquir'd of feveral ad hujtugeneris arcana depromen" 

prying Alchymifts, that have da, quique per aliqutt annosno- 

fpent much labour , and n)any viffimos varim Europs partes 

Trials, to find out things of this permearant^ut alierum, quiTranf- 

kind, and have of late years tra- mutationes Metallicas vefiiganty 

vel !ed into niany parts of Europe fesreta rimarentur , i//i, inquam, 

to pry into the Secrets of other finguli feorfim a me rogatt inge- 

Seekers of Metalline Tranfmu- nueapud mefafjifunt, fe revtra 

tarions, theyhave apart ingenu- nunquam incalefcentem ullum 

oufly confeffed tome, that they Mercurium^'^W//f<r, lichidquan- 

nevcr adually faw any Incalef- doque jaBatum ab JUhymifiii 

centMercury,thoughthcyfome- audimjjent '^ quorum ja&abundi 

tinies heard it boafted of by ehtentmeominus apud me in hoc 

Alchymifts 5 whofe bold pre- negotio valebant , qmd « longo 

itjnfions had i'nt lefs wcight jam tempore mtaveram, quantam 

with Frau? 
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withmeinthismatter^becaufel Fraust^^/Ignorantia {mnemm 

had long taken notice,how great omnes iiUs hderi impoftores ve- 

aconfidence/raud.orignorance lim ^««ha!;ucinantur,)/«»j;,w«/' 

(for I wculd noc think all thofe lis hujufmodi, de fdibm loqHor/vi- 

Cheats that are mip&kea^ ) can mjiduciam parere pojjint ; qus 

g>e tof jnie of that fort of men fant tnntA erat, ut iuhcum eorum 

chat 1 am fpeaking of. Infoniuch mm^bon£ frugis Chymijiam.mul- 

thatoneof theia havingimpos'd tis notum multifpe cperam [uam 

upon an honeft Chymift , weil locantem, fHppofito Mercurio in- 

knawnaadmuchctnployedjwith calefcente fefelierat , eljiduci^ 

a pretended incalefceQtMercury, abriperentur , ut apud memet fe 

theyhadtheconfidencetobring fifierent^ deExpe\immtoillome 

ic me to convince me of che Ex- coni/iciuri.At^re ut par erat explc' 

periment ; but upon dueXrial,! r4ta,m!iumpercepi fenfibilem lUi- 

found not any fenfibledegreeof m caloris grAdii.^^^uempromiferant, 
that great heac that was promifed. Which nnfcarriage was vainly 
pretended to be falved by I know noc wbat unfatisfafiory excufes. 

S.Butnotwithftanding ali this, Verum enimvero, his cmnihus 

having for the reafons l hare ne^uicquam obfiantibm , cum ex 

long fince cxprefted in other ratiombm dudum inMio fcripto a. 

Papers(and forfotueotherCon- meexpofitiSy aliifqaede caufis hic 

fiderations that I have not nonmemorandis ^ Argentum vi- 

7adg'd fi: to mention^ lookt vum, corpus reputem , amdncn 

xipovi Mercury z.% a Body which neceffarii tamfi.t hcmogeneum, ac 

is not necefTanly fo homogeoe- paffim habetur ; ilU mihi cpinio 

ous as 'tisfuppofed^the Opinion pra cteteris aliubmt , qua Mercu- 

Inrofl lik'd of was, fhatof a rii jncalercenns poiTibiliratem 

poffibilicy of an Incalefcent adf^ruir. Etenim ^ r.on obfiante 

Mercury. Fornotwithftanding vulgo fnpptfita Mercurii (^utfi: 

the vulgariy fuppofed Simiiar dicam) SimiUritatc, quam adeo 

nature of Quickfilvcr, which I eximiam ejfe fnto, ut patere ad- 

willingly confefs to be gtcat e- mirationem pofftt , meis tamen 

noughtobe admirable, it was trincipiisconfonnmfrit , Liquo- 

yet congruous to my Principles, rem (fuendam, ciui^ondere, ccUre, 

that a Liquor, which in weight, totalt volatilitate, (j;rc, cmnes re- 

colour, total volatirKy,8cc. was ferebat proprietates cffenti.tks , 

anfwerable to all the cfTential quarum rejpeciu corftts aiiaucd 

Properties forwhich a bodyis Mercurii mmine zcmt , hfbere 

called Mm;/>7, mightyethave tamen pifie interfu-im ejujmcdi 

an yartiura 
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an inierna!,conflttution of parts, partium dUtheJi».^ qu£ in nonml' 

thacraight niakc ic infon^e un* lishAcienui non obfervAtii injig- 

obrerveci things confiderably nemtUiaiJ^Urcurio vulgari dif- 

differing from common Mercury. crepantiam conciliare queat : At- 

And among thefe difFeririg Qua- que has inter ^aiitates dijferen- 

lities I did not know but one tes nefcieham annonea recenferi 

inight well be, that of growing merito foffet^ (jua, incalefcit cum 

hot with Cold.' And this Opini- Juro commixtm. Atque hanc Opi- 

on i judg'd the more reaf jnablej nionem rationi e^/ magis confenta- 

becaufe, having devifed two neam arbitral/artquod,excogitata 

vvaies (unpraftifed that I linow ame duplici methodo {hacienui a 

of by any Chymift) the one , to Chymicorum nullo, efuhdfciam, in 

todifcover whethera clean and praxinversa, ) und pidem , ut 

carefully diifii',!ed Mercury manifejlumredderem, ejjetne pu- 

niight not be a compounded rm curateque di[li'datus Mercuri- 

Body, and have in it parts that «^, corpus compofitum , partefqu^ 

v.-ereno:;Mercuria!andtheo/<&fr, contineret non-Mercuriales; a(- 

outoFfucha fine diftilTd Mer- terdverd, ex purijicato cjujmodi 

cury to feparate parts, and that (^ dipllato Mercuriopartes ppa- 

in no dtfpicable number , that randimnpaucas manifejiohetero' 

are p!ainly heterogencous 5 I geneas ; experiundo comptri , «- 

foundupon trial, that both the tramque illam methodum h me 

Methodslhad thoughtonnould inventam ftucejfu gaitdere: Id 

fucceed, which warranted me to quod auCforamentum mihi haud 

think it pofllb:e, that a Mercury Uve erat^-utpojjibile exiflintarem, 

very fine and clean , and even Mercurium valde defdtcatum , 

purg'd by.Sublimations and Di- quin (^ per fuhHmationes dr dijiil- 

fti!!ations,may byArt bave been lationes repurgatum, Arte poffe 

made to affume and incorporate eo redigi , ut ajfumat fecumque 

withitarauititudeof heteroge- c$njlet heterogeneorum corpufcu- 

neousCorpufc!es,nottobedif- lorum multitudinem , qu£ non- 

cover*d,much lefs feparaied,(as niji dperito jfrti^Jilio detegi^mul- 

thofe of Tinn,Leadf&cc.m2y bej t'u minus fegregari queant {utjieri 

but by a skilful Artift. de Stanneis, PIua:beis,c^f. corpuj- 

culis poteji.') 

6.This in the general may fuf- Hcc generatim fufecerit , ut 

fice to make me fufpend my meum de ProUemite fupru, propo- 

Judgment about the Probleme Jitojudicium fufpendam,c^ ad tx- 

formerly propOi'd, and '■o en- perimenta fuiiienda properem , 

G'g'; quibus 
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gage mi to maketrisls , whether qnibmpalum redMiuy , /ir^fh.n a- 

roineofcbepjheteiogeneouspar- iiqu^ ex pirticulu tliii hetero-:,'- 

ticlts thac J foiind rtducib.-e neii^quascimt Mercnno in durA^ 

with MercLiry in:o a lafUng bilemfiuxum MerciirirMmreduci 

Mercurial i]ox,'iii2!K noc fo alter fr,j[e deprehendt. ita alierare eum 

itas to cifpofe ir to heat with pjfint , ut ad tncdefcendum cttm 

Gold. Euc thiswasROt fuffici- /luro ipfiim dffponant. At non 

ent to deteraiine n;e to an a^ent \ erat hocfrja ad cltciemurH a m<i 

for to obiige me to admit mca- afTenruu;- ; ut entm ad Mercmros 

lefcentMercurie?, it oughtnot incAlefcentes admittendum addu- 

to fuffice, th?.t'ri5 pofBbieor cerer, fuficere non debehat.pffi- 

even probab!e,that t here may be biles eos effe, vel cttamprobifjties, 

fuch , biit there was neceffary fed reverd tales dari m.imfefil 

fome pofitive proof tbat therc- probatione erat evtncendumx. Et 

tfrefuch ; and that aifo through hoc tffum qucque, favente Deo, 

Gods biefn ng tny Tria 's afFord- Exferimenta mea, Anno 1 6 3 2 ! 

cd me abont the year 1652. circitcr^ comprcbarunt. 

7. Some years afjer I was in rofi aliquot ab eo tempore an- 

pofTefrion of this Mercury , I nos, quo ^Mercurtum /jtijufmodi 

found in rome of their Books, jam pojftdebam, in quibtifdtm ex 

that-Chyniirts cal! Philofophers, eorum , quos turba Chymicx Fhi- 

fonie dark pafTages, whence I lofophcs ntmcupat , IVor^ obfcura 

thenghefPd their knowledgeof quadam kca inveracham . ^mdc 

it, or of fome other very like ic ; tunc eorum de ipfo, vri alifl aliqu) 

and in one of ihem 1 found , perquamet fmiU.cogmttoncmcon- 

though not all in the very faine je£tabam\ atque m iplcrum uno 

place, an Allegorical defcnpti- reperiebam (Jon tamen rem totam 

onof it, the greatefl part of irtuno planc eodemque loco ~) de- 

which was not very dif^rcujt for fcriptionem ejus MlegoricA.n , cw 

metounderfland; butnotfind. j^ pars maxima adeu dtfficilfs 

ing there any notice taken of the intelleciu mihi non erat : At cnm 

propeny of this Mercury to nihil ibimtatumviderem de iU 

growhoc withGoid, I was in- Mercurii hujttiproprietate , qua 

duced to fufpedjthat either they calorcm cum Auro acquint, in fuf- 

had not the knowledge of it, or picionem incidi, eos vel co^mttrne 

^udgd it unfic tobe fpoken of. iliias fuijfe defiitutos , vel eamji- 

Butyouwill, r fuppore, expeft lentio premendam cenfuifie. Jt 

froiu rae rather Narratives than Tu fine duktofaCiipotiiis lCarrati- 

Conjeaures. And indeed 'cis but ones, quiim Conjeatirtts ame cx- 
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rearonable,that,havingbutwf»- fpe^oi. Et [am aquummnino 

tioned, to you a Ph«enomenon /»en/, ut, cum mentionem du»- 

whofe Creaibility is by tnany taxat fecerim fhxnomem ^ cujm 

denied, I fhouldtakenoticeof amultii»egatur credibilitasj ciV' 

fome Circumftances fic roZ-r^»^ cumfla»tias nomullas annotem^ 

creditto it. And f ftal! the lefs qu^ fidemei cenciliare valemt. 

grudgethepainsoffettingdown ^tc^Hejto miniis Uborem detre- 

feveral particular Phsnomena , Ciabo particularia aliquot phano- 

becaufe I prefumeyouhavenot mena hic tradendi ,■ tum quud ex 

met with them, and becaufe alfo Tibi non occurrijfe autumem, tum 

ic may gratifie fome of your quod ea grAta forefutem quibuf- 

Chymica! friends,who may have dam amicis tuis Chymicis, nobitem 

or^//f(;T;tfrfomenob!e Mercury, quendam vel jam poffide"'l>us 

by helping theni to examine it, ve/paraturis ^Urcurium^ut fcil. 

and to try whether ic refemble hoc qualicunque fcripto nojiro ad 

ours. eum examinandum, GT, an referat 

nojlrum, experiundumjjuventur. 
S.That I mightnotthen beim- Itaque , ne mihi impnerent 

pofed on by others , I fevcral alii, fluries Mercuriumnojlrum, 

time-s made trjai of ourMcrcu- quando folus eram , explorabam. 

ry,when I wasall alone. For Etenimquandonemomihiaderat, 

v.hen no Body wasby nie , nor neque quifquam per fomnium quid 

probably dreamt of what I was agerem coHjiceret,fumeham unam 

doing, l took to one parc of the partem illius Mercurii,, ad jluri^ 

Mercury , fometimes half the in calcem\vei pellinem redaUi , 

weighc and rometimes an equa! pondtu quandoque dimidium^quan^ 

wcight of refin'd Go!d reduced doque aquale. Hoc polline voU 

to a Calx or rubtiePowder.This manui pnijira immiffo^ ^ Mer- 

I put into thepalmof my left curio fuperinfufi ., utrumque fimul 

hand, and putting the Mercury agitaham, premebamque nennihil 

uponit, ft)rr'ditand prefs'dic digitomanusdextr£\ quaratione 

a lift!^ with the finger of my duo hac Ingredientia facile com- 

right hand , by which the two mixta, ncn modo ad fenfum fed 

Jngredients were eafily min- inftgniter incalefcebant ^ idqite 

glcd, and grew not oniy fenfibly adeofropere, ut incalejcentia in- 

but confiderably hot,and that fo terdum unim horx circiter miitu- 

nitnbly, that the Incalefcencc to,indicanteidipfum horologiomi: 

didfometiinescomeloits height nutis infirulio, ad a»(^^m perve- 

inabouta minute of anhour by niret. Sttccedebat hoc Experi- 

a mentum. 
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a Minute-CJock. % found thc mntMm ^ PyifapAlmfiimerm 
Experiment fuccecd, whether I ftve dimiaiam Auri mmtita' 
took alfogether, or but balf as tem • efftBus tamen muito vide- 
much Gold as Mercury j but the i>atur infignior, quaudo ^qualipo»' 
cfFeft feerncd to be much greatcr dere adhiMantur. Atque ^ ttt 
wben tbey were employed in e- fufpieiem, qu£, licet imprebabilis^ 
qual weight. And to obviatea fubaafii tameape(fet,oceurrerem, 
fufpicioD, whicbjthough impro- immediatum fiil. Ittgredientium 
bable, roight poflibly arife, as if & €utis eontaeiumproducere pefie 
the immediate contaft of the In- fenfitm Caloris y qui nondebeatur 
gredients and the skin producd MetalUrum in fe invicem aUio- 
a fenfe of heat, which was not »;* , euriofitate ducebar mixtn- 
d--*-'!) the aGionof the Metals ramhancinchartafervandi; quo 
upon one another^ I had ihe fASto^ interpofitionemejus nequA' 
Curiofity to keep the mixture qu,im impedire incale[centi<e fen- 
in a paper, and found not its in- fum comperiebam, qu&rjquam, ex 
terpofition to hinder me from naturarei, intenfioremillimgra- 
feeling the Incalefceoce, though dttmremitteret. 
itmuchabated ihedegrecofmy fcnfe of it. 
9.1 tried alfo the fame Mercury Perru Mercurium eundem ctm 
with refiS^d Silver reduc'd to a refttrgato Argento^adfubtilem val- 
very fine powder ; but I could de puherem reda0o , exp'oravi ; 
not perceive any heat or waruith at nullum omniho cdtorem percipe- 
atall vthough lam apt to think, re potui ; ■quanquam eh ferar ut 
tbac if I bad had a fufficient extfiimem ftfuffic-iens Argentifo- 
quantity of leaf-filver to have Hati quantitM.adpet agendumhx- 
madetbc expcriment witb, I perimentum.mihifuppetit^ft.me 
Ihould aitcr Comc tiiEC have pro' fofl aliquod temporu jpatium inea' 
duced an Incalefcencc, though lefcentiam fufiitaturum fuijfe, 
much inferiour to wbat the famc quamvis multo inferiorem eo , 
quantity of Mercury would pror quem eadem Mercurii quantitas 
ducc with C7old ; ,but this only cum Auropeducertt : At hoc non- 
upontbcby. I iSjalJ now add, nifi in.tranfiu. Adjiciam- nunc, 
ihat to ihc mdl might not be me, ne mimmet impefuijfe cenfe- 
thought to impoie upon my felf, J^er, non tantumrem banc exph- 
I did not only makc trial in my raffe in manu inea, quando varie 
own hand, when 't^s^as in diffc- erat pro caloris & frigeris ratione 
rent tempers as to beat and cold, temferata , fe4 <^^in manibm ali- 
but I did it in the hands of o- orum, quos nonfarkm 'attenitos 

thers, Yy y habebat, 
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thcr$, whowerenotalittlefur- haMat, juvaiatque eventm. 
pris'd and pleafcd at the evcnr. jK^ae hoc ipjim pluries quum 
Andthisldidmorethanonceor fimel hijve feci i mdemihi 
twice ; by which means I had, tejies fuppetunt hxberimenti 
andftillhave, divers Witneffes veritatis affertcres , probata 
of thetruthof cheExperimen^ /^e/ viri^ quorum unus erat 
whercoffomearenotedPerfonSr Eruditus Socieratis Regis 
and efpecially him to whotu I lafi: Secretarius , quem, exhihitis ei 
ihewed k, whichyou vnMjieafily hgredieritibus , rogabam , ut 
belicve when 1 tell yotj ns thc fuumet manibus Experimen- 
Learned Secretary of tbe Royal . .. r . 

Society ; to whom having gtven 
the Ingredients, 1 defir'd bim to 
makethe Experiment jn and 
with hisown hands, in which it 
^ . . proved fuccefsfnl 

*Suict thh ■ ,i.. r- 1 

VM wrhten, ^^''^hm fomewbat 
tht Nabie and Itfs than 3 minute of 

Royal Society, thi L»rd fifccunt Bronnc' 
ker, mai/e the famt Exptrimtnt iriib fomt 
ef the famt M.trciiiy, in hit otvn har.dwhh 
good fucetfi^ 

jo.Aird that whicb makes tbis 
Incalefcence the more confide- 
rable is, tbac being willing to 
husband my Mercury , a great 
part of which bad been , as I 
ghefs*d, ftolen from nie before I 



tum caperetif in qutbus (jr op- 
tatum fuccejfum minori quam 
unius minutt fpatio firtieba- 
turf. 

+ Ex quotcmporefjoc literis fuit 
confignarum. lliuftrinimu$8c Jodi- 
ciollfriiDUS Re^ia Seciitaiit Pra;r<», 
Dom. yicccoines Brour.cher , idenv 
Experimenrura fuS cum tjufdem 
Mercuuiiportione, manu cum fuc- 
ceuii peregit. 



Atque , quod Incaiefcentiam 
hanc infigniorem reddit., ejl, quod, 
cum parce uti ^JVlercurio meo ctt- 
perem, quippe eujus magna pars 
iutconjicio) furrefta mthi ftte- 
rat , priufquam eum adhiberem.. 



craployed it, I made thefe trials expcrimenta fingula nonniji cum 
but with a dracbni at a time, tina drachma peragebam , qua 



vs hich fcarce atnonnts in quanti- 
ty to the bignefs of half a mid- 
dle (]z'd Beanj whcreas, if I 
eould bave madc the Experiment 
with a fpoonful or cwo of 



vixfaba mediocris dimidia mag 
nitudinem gquat , cim, Ji copia 
mihi fuiffet capiendi Experimen- 
tum cum cochleari uno alterove 
^ercuriiplenofupparique quan- 



Quickfilver, and a due propor- titate /uri,probabileft,ealorem 

fion of Gold, 'tis probabJe the inde criturum fuijfe fatis inte»' 

feeat would have been intenfe e- fum, ut mn modu ureret manum 

sougb , not only to burn ones fed ferfa» ^ in Phtala vitrea 

hand. 



rimae 
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hatid, but perchante to crack a 
glaii Vial ; fincc 1 have fome- 
titnes had of this Mcrcury fo 
fubcil, that whcn I employed 
but a drachm at a timc, the heat 
roade nic williog to put it hafti- 
lyout of myhand, 

1 r. Thefe things being matters 
offafl: I fcruplc nottodelivev 
them ; buc I would much fcru- 
p!e to determinethence, whe- 
tber ihofe that ireMercurii CoT' 
foritm, and were made, as Chy- 
mifts prefjme , by exrraflion 
only from Mera's and Mineials, 
will each of them grow hot 
withGoId,as,if I muchmiflake 
nos, I found Antimniiil Mer- 
cury to do, And much lefs would 
I affirm, that every Merall ne 
Mercury (though never fo dif- 
pofcd to Incalefcence) or even 
tbac of SilverorGold itfelf, is 
the fame witb tbat which tbe 
Chryfopa^an Writers mean by 
their Philofo^hick Mercurj^ or is 
near fonobleas this.Nay,lwould 
not fo niuch as afiBrm, tbat every 
Mercory, obtained by extrafli- 
cn, even from the perfed Metals 
themfelves , mufi; needs be more 
noble and fit (as Alchymi(h 
fpeak) for the Philafophick 
work,rhanthat wbich may with 
skill and pains be at length ob- 
lained from common Mercury 
skilfuKy freed from its recre- 
mentitious and hcterogeneous 
parts, and richly impregoared 

with 
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rimai ageret j ^*»dequidem i»- 
terdum h ujttsgeneris Mereurium 
habui ddel) JubtiUm, ut^ Mdhihente 
mefingulu vicibiu mnnifi drach- 
mam UMm, ealor me adeger^ ut 
prepere e mambm mixtura^ de- 
fonerem. 

lldtc^cum fint res fatii, tradere 
non dubito ^ at 'ualde ambigerem 
exindedeterminare, num quiap- 
fellantur Mercurii Corporum , 
parantur^ue, ut jaSiant Chymici^ 
fola extraBione ex MetaUit ^ 
Fojfiltbtu , eorum quilibet calo- 
rem acquirat cum Auro, quemad' 
modum^ ni muttum Jalkr, Mer- 
curium Antimonialem acqttirere 
comperi, Multoqe minus affir- 
marem, quemvis Mercuriun) Me- 
ti\l\cuii)(quaMtumcunciue ad In- 
calefcentiam drfpofitum^) quin(^ 
Mercurium Argenti Aurive ip- 
fitts eundem effe cum eo , quem 
Scnptores chryfofiei per Mercu- 
r\um Juum Pbilofophicum inte/' 
ligunt, vel prdjiantia fua ad hunc 
accedere. ^uin iml)^ tie quidem 
affererem, quemlibet Mercurium, 
extraciione etiam ab iffis perfeCiis 
metaUis imfetratum , nobiliorem 
effe oportere , (^ ( ut lcquuntur 
Jlchymijla) ad Philofophicam o- 
peratitrem magis idoneum, qnkm 
iUum, qui, periti^ c^ indultrid 
comite, obttneri tandem pitejl a 
Mercurio vu'gari, afartibfiifuis 
recrementiliis heterogeneifq fur- 
gato , fubtilibufque & efficacibus 
metallorum Mineraliumve con- 
Y y y 2 gruo- 
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with thc fubtfe aftd ttlive ones gmrum pmtytii »t/triifte fxfo : 



of coogruous Mcrals Of Miiie- 
ral#. Tbefeand the like points 
i fliould.gs I vvasfaying, much 
fcruple at ofFering to deternnne 
inthtsplacc, where whac I de- 
fign'd to deliver was Hiflohcal, 
though I have nor thotight it 
imperti-nent to glance ac the 
points iately mention*d,becaure 
thofe glances may inrimate 
things conducive ro the better 
«nderftanding of what 1 have 
iaid, and have to fay in this Paper 

1 2. I doub' rjot but what I 
have related and hinted has gi- 
ven yt^u a Curiofity to know 
fomewhar further ofrhis Mercu- 
rv : And I confefs, that if thei e 



Mae^ if^uam, <&- JmHi/t kk Uco 
affirMare adModttm vireter ; ciim 
hic mmi^ ea. tradere i»Jiifaerim 
qux ad rei Htftoriam faciur/t ; 
qmnquam prater rem non exifii- 
mAverim^ jamjam indigitatos rei 
hujtts apices iaauere , (juod firi- 
Bur£ tfi<e ea fojjint Lelfori in- 
gerere, ^u^ad meliorem tum di- 
liorum tum dieendorum intelli- 
gentiam eonducere queant. 



N(m dulfito , quin haSiextts a 
me enarrata indigitAtaque Curio- 
fttatem in Te ^epererint , altquid 
amflim de hoc Mercurio cogno- 
fccndi : Et fateor , fi quid veri 



be any truth in what fome rf the fubeft ei , quod quidam ex proba- 



moft approved Spagyrifis havc 
de!iver'cl about a Soivent of 
Goldthatfeemsof kin, andper- 
haps is not much Nobler than 
onethatlhad; ic feews allow- 
able to expe6, that even ours 
fhould bcof rnore than ordina- 



tiffimii Spagyricis de quodam 
y:Hri diffolvente , quod affine vi- 
detur nofiro , nec eo fort^e multo 
efi mhtitus , tradiderunt • ex- 
ffe6iare foi fuerit, ipfifflmum hoc 
ncfirumin infignem cum in Me- 
dicina tum in K\chyx\m ufum ce- 



ry ufe, both in l^hyfick d-nd aI- derepoffe, Verum cum tnfortu- 

chjmy. Buc fhe misforrunelhad niumtllud^e^uo infigniori <^uanti~ 

to have loft a confiderablequan- tate ejttt fui privatta , fiipatum 

tityof ir, being afterward in* fuerit fulita morte Operatoru 

creafed by the almoft fudden unici, cui iu eo parando penitus 

deach of the only Operator I jidebam, mentem plane alienam 

trufted in the making of it; I abiterandatam molefia pr^para- 

was altogether difcouraged tione fenfi-^ maxime cumoccupa- 

from repcating fuch a crouble- tiones^ mtgrationes^ adverfa va- 

fon)Preparation,efpecially be- letudo fiudiaifue gratiora alior- 

ing diverted by Eufinefs, Re- fttmmetraherent; Et licet Ex- 

movcs, SicknefSj and more plea- perimenta ^uadam non ffertten. 



fing 



da^ 
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Ai^ Sttidies Aod thoogbl have da. , em ^ercnriff .mflro pf 

rwtibrgot fonic not defpicable «^<t, metnorii mea non excide- 

Tfials that I fliade wlth our rint\ cumtamenad ^uafiiofiem 

Mercury, yet fincc they arc not illiim , qu£ jcripnm hoc peperit, 

nccefTary to the Queftion thac nonftnt neeejfaria,Jilentio ea in- 

occafioned this Paper, I fliall v«lvam,pauculA duntaxat annota' 

pafs them over in filence , and tmm , qtu commemorxre ^rope- 

oniy obferve fome few things modumjtiipm oblitm. ^oium 

I hod almoft forgoc to te!l you ; primum efi ^ f.4od^ cumfolenne 

namely firfl , that whercas 'tis jit, capere Mercuriivalgmspar- 

ufoal to take four,5 or 6,nay 8 or tes quatuor^ % vel 6,imu 8 vel i o, 

I o parts of common Quickfil ver ad/ima/gama faciendum cum una 

tomake an Araaigame vvith one farte /iuri , etiam tum quando 

of Gold , even vvhen both are utrumque incaluit igne • lEgo 

heated by the fire • I foundour adeo congruum de^rehenderim 

Mercury fo congruous to that cum metallo illo Mercurium nc 

meta', that it would prefently jlrum, ut nonminm quim £quale 

imbody with no lefs than an iliim pondm intime Jlattm per- 

equal vveight of it, and prod jce vaderet,fatifque durum Amalga- 

a pretty hard Amalgame or ma Cramave produceret, in quo 

mixture, in which thc Mercury adeo d/ffufm erat Mercurim , ut 

was fodifFufed, thattheGold Aurum colorem fuum fenitm a- 

hadquice loft its coiour, Se- mitteret. Secundum<?/?, (quod 

condly, I ihajl add wbat for haSienm obfervatum fuiffe haud 

ought 1 know has not been yet putem,) vim fcil. hance , Aurum 

obferved, that tbis powerof penetraodi cumque co incalefcen- 

penetrating Gold and growing ^/, mordicus adcu inhxrefe Mer- 

hot vvith it , is 'iQ inhertnc , not cmiomflro,, ve dicsm ita in eo ra- 

tofay radicated, in our Mercu- dicatamejfe, ut pojiqHam iterum 

ry,thatafter it hadbeen diftil- atqueiterumab jiuro effet diflii- 

ledfromGold again and again, latm, proprietatis illim tenacem 

I found it to retain that proper- eum deprehenderim. Et denique, 

ty. Andlafiiy, whcrcas it may cfim fufpicio inaffere Le^orem 

be fufpefled that this faculty poffit ^ facuUatem hanc citu de- 

niay bequickiy ioft, (asthat of perdi, {mde pra-parato adhauri- 

the prepared £(>»(;»;*;;' Stone to endam lucem Lapide Eononi- 

receive Light, has becn com- tnCjqueruntur jiuthores^) expe- 

plain'd of as noc durable ) I riundo didici ; unicam drach- 

found by trial that a fing'e tnam Mercurii, certo modofareti, 

drachm pofl. 
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drachtnof Mercury, rnadcafter pofi terthm quArtitmve i quo /*- 
a certaib mannerj did ihe tbird fofaeram mmm adeo eum Auro 



or fourth year after I had laid 
it by grow fo hot with Gold, 
tbat 1 fcared 't wou Jd have burnt 
my band, 

Thui far the ^uthor to hU 
Friend: Biit whenhefent me the 
Paper, he accompanied it with 
thefollowinglints; 

13. Ihave Jittleatprefentto 
fay to yoti about the Papers 
which this flieet acconipanics, 
fave that one of the chief Rea- 
fons that makes me backward 



incMuiJie, ut ae adureret manum 
meam timerem. 



Haflenus Author nofter ad 
Amicum fuunj : Sed ci*m mihi 
ChartM illas mitteret, voluit eas 
fequentimaftti^aloeujfletafe ; 

No» diu te morabor differendo 
de chartis hic juK^it: Dicam 
filummeduy unam ex fr*cipuis 
rattonibas, qutt in vulgandis pra- 
grejfis OhfervAtionibus cunBw 



to havc the foregojng Obferva- bundum me jaciunt y hanc tjfe^ 
tions communicated to the Cu- quodvereor,nos hoc ipfhvarits eir' 



rious , is, that I fear, we may 
thereby procure divers Que- 
ries and perhaps Requefts, (re- 
lating to this Mercury) which 
I would bv all means avoid, for 
divers Reafon3,and particularly 
for this , that a great weaknefs 



ca Mercurium hunc 6^*jiionibus 
df forte Solitcttationibus anfam 
datu^os , quas omni ftttdiopr^ca^ 
verevtlim, eum ob altas, tum 
hanc ob caufam, quod magna ma- 
nuum mearum debilitas me im- 
fedit^ quo minus meamet manu 



of thatpartdifablesme towrire id confignare littris valeam^ qmd 
withmyown hand, andlknow, confcribi Amanuenfis opera cen- 
you wi!l not ihink it fit, I fljould fultum haud judicaveris. Fro- 
about fuch a fubjeft employ indeque concedere haud poffum^ 
that of an jimanuenfis. And fcriptum hoc e manibus tuis di- 

mttti^ nifi rationem fuggeras pro- 
bsbi/em, qua fecurum me prafies 
X molefiia, atque ab ingrata ne- 
cejfitate repulfam dandi non- 
nullis , dum aliis obfecundare 



therefore I caonot confenr, 
this Paper fliould go out of 
yourhands, unlefsyoucanthink 
on fome likely courfe to fecure 

mefrom trouble, andfromrhe .- , ^-,...,««»,6 

unwelcom necelTity of difobli- fludeo. Hae cautela fi utaris^ 
ging fome, whilfl; I endeavour potero ampliljima tn£ confuetu 



to gratifie oihers. Ifthisprs- 
caution be ufed , I may fafely 
lcarn by means of your diffus'd 

Ac- 



dinis beneficio citra melefiiam 
edoceri, quid ii, qni tanta peritia. 
tantoque judtcio valent , ut in 

hec 
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Aoi|tta>DBKDee , ^at tbofe that hu mgith migfti Jtefi.i>$ire- 

gwrskilfulaijdjudiciouscnough antur^ ie Mercum mjlro fen- 

to^ftftvve to be mucb confide- tUnf, adhte utrum^ Ji ^ftima- 

fedioruchanafFair, will think tienem de eo fovem illi fup' 

of our Mercury , and whcther, fArem, qttam fracellentiumChy* 

incafe theyhaveancftetmof it niicorum cotnplures ( qucrum 

approaching ro tbat of divers nonnulUme urgent ad eum com- 

txxim^nij^hymilh (fome of which municandum ) pre fe ferunt , 

iinponiineme to inipart it ;) verifmile cenfeant ^ utilitatcm^ 

they judge thegood , that the quam Prapirationes ipfm {cujuf 

preparations bf it (fuch as modi fmt Prxcipitara c^ Tur- 

pfecipitats and turhiths of di- bithi diverfoium ■ generum ^ 

verskinds, Mercurius dulcis ^ Mercuriusduicis,Cinnabaris^jc 

Cinaber i«ade of the fulphur anttmonio (^ auro cum parata , 

ofAncimony, and with Go'd, &c. ) afferrefo^intrei Medics^ 

&cOn'aydoinPh>fick, islike- longe fuperaturam (ffe incom- 

ly much to cxceed the politjcal modailla poiitica, qua nafcitura 

inconveniences thac niay enfue, forent ^ fi forte de praftantiffi- 

if ii fliould prcve to beof the ma ejfet indele , atqite in male- 

beftkind.andfallintoillhaTids. fetiatas manus incideret. Sa- 

The knowledgeof theopinions pientum ^r feritorum boc in 

of the vi^ife and skilful about xafu Ofiniones cognofcere ^ ne- 

this cafc, will be requifite to ceffar/um mihifuoit, ut reCio 

aflift me to take right meafures tramite in iftiujmodi negotit 

in an aflfair of this nature. And incedere mihi detur. Jtqucy 

till I receive this inforniation, donee edo[itt$ id fuero^ filentii 

I am obliged to filence. facra cotere teneor. 

i^.Only in the mean while,! fiiall Interim in eorum gratiam, qai 

for the fake of thelnquirers in.o Arcana Mercurialia fcrutantur , 

Mercurial arcana make bold to fubjungere aufim ficretum ali- 

addaSecret, whichjthink, will quod, quod V\\Vz\tth\s comflu' 

to divers J^hiUlethifts and otber ribut , . aliifque , qui Chytmicorum 

ftudents of the Cbymica! Phi- J^hiiofofhorum Ithris meditandis 

lofopersbooks fcema Paradox, imumbunt^ Paradoxum , auin 

if not an untrutb ^ name!y,That & falfum forti': videbitur : 

a Mercury , qualified to heat ^lercurium fcil. ad incalefcen- 

with Go!d , and perhaps wich dum cum Auro aliifve pulvepi- 

other Powders, may be made by bm idoaeum, modis uno binovi 

more waics than one or two; pluribm parari poffe -^ chm p&r 
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(wharever Autborities or The- ( qmnifuid in cantrmm^tpf^ 
oriesmaybe urged to the con- dant AuthoritMes ^ thtrid} 
trary) thatfucha Mercury may Wfw Mercurium foffe^ (m» 
be (1 raynot,eafiIyorfpeedily, dicam facHe propereve ^ fedeum 
but fuccefsfully^ prepard, not fftccejfti ) parari , mn medo 
only bv employing Antinjony Jmimtfium folidafte MetaUay 
and fohd Metals as Mars , but fttta Marrem , t£c. adhibendo , 
withoat any fuch Metal at alJ, jed citra ulliut emnino MetalU^ 
or fo much as Jfitimony it quin vel ipftus Antimonii, 
felf. ufum. 

15. Here 1 purpofed to con" Hicftatueram fimm huie ferm 
CiUde: Butbecaufe I am,asyou moni imfonere: At cum agerri- 
knovv, very averfc (w hich f de- m\, ut nofii , tum alias, tum hae 
clare mv felf tobe on this oc- imfrimiioccafione, promiffi fidem 
cafion alfo^ from making any publico obfiringam^ vi/umefimi- 
promife to the publick, I ihink hi hoc toco Monitum aliquod fug- 
fit in this place to give you an gerere, (^ Sdrupuio xuidam oh- 
Advertifemi?nc , and obviate a viam ire. Prtfn quod dfti»et^ 
Scruple. I fliall therefore ad- Curiofos iUos Spagyricos, quos 
monifii thofe Inquifitive Sfagy- forte tentandi cupida incefferit .^ 
rijls,thzt may be dcfirous to try, fitne purgatus ipfortm ^trms 
whether their purified Mercury rius incalefcendi qualitate inftrtt, 
be Incalefcent, that rhey be not Ctm^ monebo, ne nimis fefiina^ 
too hafty to conclude ir is not ter concludant ipfum ea pr*. 
fo ; nor to rejeft it, unitfs they ditum non effe , neve eum reji' 
have made the trial with Gold ciant, nifi txperimenium fece- 
dulj prepared. For I have rint tum Juro rite fraparaio. 
found, rhat my Mercury did not Comperi quippe, Mercurium me- 
grow hot with the fmalleft fi- umnon incalefcere cum ramentU 
lings of Gold I could make Auri, omniumquas conficerepote' 
(though indeed wiihin a few ramminimis^i^quanquamrevera 
hoursafrerit did , withouc the intra paucas exinM horas^ fine 
help of fire, imbody wit h it in- ignis admimculo, cum ipfo in du- 
to a hard amalgama, ) which ar- rum amalgama conflaretur ;) quod 
guedthat thecorpufclts of the argnmento erat, Metalli ilUus 
Metal were not yet fmali e- corpufiul-a necdum exigua fatii 
nough tobe fuddenly penetra- f»iffe,utfropere d Mercurio pe- 
ted by the Quickfiiver : Nor netrarentur '. Neque quavis Juri 

will calx 
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will every ealx of Gold ferve 
our turn,, as I have found by em- 
pIoyiDg,withoutfuccefs, avery 
fine and fpongy calx made affer 
ati uncommon way , the goldeu 
particles having, asitfeem*d, 
fomeextrcmely fine though un- 
obferved duft of the Addita- 
ment fticking tb them , which 
hindered the adhsfion of the 
Mercurial ones, Now, the ca/x 
of C7old that F moft ofed , as 
finding it ftill to do 
I) n.u k, hy vvell 5 was that made 
gltb<7 ll\ by ^mrmion \\ ( as 
part of fint A'chymifts call if. ) 

Ottdi and'^ 

or \farts of cupptlVd Sihtr, and th(n pMt. 
tingtht mafijvhtrtinthe Metta/j art ntixi, 
almsji per mir.ima , into purifitd Aqua- 
fortij, 'Sfhich diffitxing the Si/vtr nn/j/, 
/eavti tht Go/ci in tht form nf a fint 
ca!x. 

But becaufe 'tis not fo eafie , as 
cven Chymifts that have not 
tried imagine , to make good 
cdcesof Gold , and thac in the 
way newly mentioned there 
needsfufionof the Goldandof 
Silver ( for which raany Chy- 
mifts want convenienceS;) snd 
they are of en impofsd cn by 
common Refiners, who here ufu- 
ally fejl in wires fuch Silver for 
fine (which indeed it iscompa- 
rativeiy,) as Ihave found not to 
be without mixture; I fhall 
■'d ^^at '■■■y makingan 4w4/^4- 
■«?'•"'': -;. "onway with pure 
'■'■A i::- : /arMercuryj and 
, • ■■-/; [■'/■ ■ >-cury in good 
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calx rem nojirdm conficiei • »t 
comperi , dum ferquum fuhti- 
lem [pengiopirKi^ue CAicem , modo 
non vulgari psratam , citra fuC' 
ceffum adhibui, in qua^ ut vi' 
detur^ apprime tenuii fenfumque 
fugiens jidditamenti pulvii ad- 
hxrebat farticulis aureis , ^' 
Mercurialium adhiftonem potpe- 
diebat. Jam vero Calx auri,qud 
plerumcfue utebar , fucceffu ejfti 
induBui , illa erat ^u£ Quarta- 
tionis -f (utvocant) 
beneficio paratur, +Hoceft,per 

fufioremcon- 
flandour.am parrjm Auri pirri, & 
tresqusti-orve psrtej Argenti cu- 
pellati , ut 7ocanr, St tunc ira- 
iriUrendo maflam, in qua Metalle 
inifcenrur quafi per roinima , in 
purgatam j^ftii>nforttni,quxCohm 
Argentum difrblvens, Aurum in 
forma Calcis relinquic. 

Jt quii non adeo facill efi , ut 
ipfi Chymici , qui manum o- 
peri non admoverunt , fibi ima- 
ginantur, bonin not£ calces Auri 
parare, cumquein methodo jam' 
jam memorata recfit/ratur fufio 
j{uri dr Argenti (cujm pera- 
gend<e commoditate non pnuci 
Cbymici dejlituuntur,') cim etiam 
crebro a vulgaribm Metallorum 
Purgatoribus fallantur , qui hU 
pafftm^ filorum forma , ejufmcdi 
Argentum pro puro venditant 
Cquale, comparate lcquendo , rc 
verd efi, ) qttod non effe mix- 
tura expers deprehendi ; ad- 
jiciam, q^od, aum comrmni more 
amalgarna conjiiitur cum Auro 

puro 
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J^uA-fertUf there will remain a furc & Mercurio mlgm , Mer- 

powder, which, being well curiufque dijfolvitar bona, Aqui 

walLt with fair water to dulci- forti, remanlurm Jitpitlvif, qui 

fie it, and kept a while in a camaqua pura, ad comiliandam 

moderate fire to dry it rhrough- ei, quamvocant, dulcedinem ^ 

ly without mehingit, will be- probe elotm , ^ diqmndiu in 

coirie a cdx, which I have more tentperato igne , ad eum penitm 

than once ufed with our Mer- extceandum citra fuftonem , af- 

cury with good fuccefs. 'Tis fervatm, talem Calcem pr<elehit, 

true, both in this wayandin quafluries cum Mtrcwrio nofire 

that ( by ^uartation, ) Aqua- feltctter ufm fui, Fateor equi- 

fortii, which is a corrofive li- dem) tum in hac methodo , tum 

quor, isemployed to bring the in illa qua if}Jiituitur perQuarta- 

Gold to powder , and therefore tionem, -«■is/^i^fy/ Aquamfortem, 

in a diffident mind fome fufpi- liquorem fcil. corroflvum , ad Au- 

cion may arife , that the Inca- rum in puherem redigendum , 

lefcence may proceed only ffom unde fcfutanti genio fuboriri 

theaitionof the acid particles fufpicio poterit, Incakfcentiamil- 

of the menfruum, which yet lam foli aciioni acidarum parti' 

adheriog to the corpufcles of cuUrum Menflrui acceptam fc 

the Gold works wpcn the rendam c(fe , qttod h^rens eti- 

Qiiickfilver , as Aqua-fortii is amnum jiuricorpufculis,inMer- 

known to do: Eu: , to omit curium cperetur, foknni Aqu^ 

thofe anf.vers that cannot be fortis more. Veriim, {ut e/ure- 

given infew words,afcer I have ffonftones fikAm.qux pxucis traii 

raken notice, tha', if the cfFect ncn poffunt,') pofiquam notavi, 

depends T:o: cn o :r Mercury (as quud, fi Effecita hic non dependet 

preparcd) ta-on'y on the^/jf, a Mercurio nojlro (rite prapara- 

it appcars iiOt, v,'hy this fhould toj fed^ flaCalce , ncnpateat, 

not grov>' hot with conimon quireh^cnonincalefcat aquc cum 

Mcrcury as Vv^ell as with curs , Mercu'io\'\y.q^dX\ nc noftro ; O' 

I fija'! need to add , for the re- ptu haud fuerit , aliud quicquam 

mova! of thi? fubtil fcrupie, no ad fcrupulum hunc extmendum, 

inore j than this plainExperi- quam obviim hoc Experimentum, 

menr, (ivhich I twiceor thrice quod fequitur , quodqus bis terve 

tnade,) namely, that taking, in- ^ me peracium fuit , adjicere : 

fleadof a Cd/jc ofGcId, a com- Sumpf., inquam, Cakis Juriioco, 

petent nuu^ber of.Leaves of fufficientem numernm FcHorum 

Gold, fich as Bjok-bindersand auri^ qualibtu utuntur BihHopegi 

the er 
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tbe Apothecary's ufe, this Gold, c^ Aurifahrl-^ hoc Aurum , mod 
tbat was withouc the he!p of citrafahum cpem tuniendo^ re- 
SaUs reduc'd by beating to a d,&Uum erat ad temimem fuffi- 
fufficient thinners C in^ot^wch cientem{adeo»tultra feptm<)intit 
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than once) upon putting two compe. . , , ,,^ ,„,„ 

or three times the weight of hinum trimmve iV^ercu/ii ncfln 

ourMercury tothemjthatafmart fon^ui ipji commifcerem , injig' 

heat wasprefently produced in nem i» manu mea calorem faoci 

tnj hand. feperiffe. 

SonteQhfervntiem, fent by m kmviymomto the Publifl^er^ onfeve- 
ral Fajfages in the tm lafi Months tranfacfions, reiating to foms^ 
t(llnow\itt-obrGTVGd,^ilitiesof the Jir; to the Mtxing and 
Fermenting of Liqaors in vacuo ; to the Hijlcry of Birds : 
the Anatomyof thetrunksof Vegetables , Barofcopes.^c, 

Homured Sir^ 
T T Aving long underflood the freedora of addrefs, youhave 
1 _l allowed fo any candid and unprejudic'd perfons, whofe ge- 
neral good wiffies to the Common-wealth of Learning make 'em 
ambitioustoimpartfomething , whereby they n:ay promore the 
Empire of Man above orher Creatures ; I flatter'd ray felf, ic 
would be no unpardonable prefumpticn , to communicate fome of 
my thoughts unto you , on fuch a fub^eft , as that the ufefulnefs of 
the matter may keep nie from feeming al-ogether impeninen: , and 
the fmainefs of m.y perforniance, argue the greatneiscf aiy defires 
toferveyou. This I refolved rodo by v,-ay of Animadverfions 
on the two lafl Philofephicil TranfaSions ', and though I per- 
formednothing more, I hop'd at leafl , my Obfervatior,?may do 
them the kindntf- , ss fhades inteniiixt wifh light, to render them 
moreconfp cuous. In hopes of this, f (l^-ill cra.v upmy though-s 
under this genera! Title of Some JPhilofefhical Obfervations on lome 
faffagesinthetwolaJl^fMtnthstranfacfions^ vi?.. for Decemb, atjd 
January. 

I highly app'aud the bold deHgn to difcover fcme, ti'l row un- 
obferved,Qua'ities inthe Air; and, though the difficulty of the 
Subjed, and modefty of the Honourahle Perron, flefs expcfted in 
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